
The Municipality of Kincardine, along with the pl.ural 
consultant team, hosted the initial “Come and Go” 
Community Engagement Session on August 25th, 2022 
to introduce the Kincardine Waterfront Master Plan to 
the community. It was very well attended with a variety 
of information to browse and a survey to fill out. The 
same survey will be available online until September 
9th, 2022. The following pages contain the same 
information shared that evening. The next community 
engagement workshop session will be announced on 
www.kincardine.ca/Waterfront-Master-Plan.

August 25, 2022
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Initial “Come and Go” Community Engagement Session

Community Session in the Davidson Centre on August 25, 2022 with public community members and informations panels.
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Study Area
Waterfront Master Plan  
Study Area, 1.5km of 
Kincardine Waterfront 
encompassing five key areas...
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Our Process

Do you have any 
questions? 

Is there anything 
you would like to 
share? 

Our approach is simple, yet effective: 

1. Collect and Analyze 
2. Educate and Engage 

3. Design and Plan 
4. Share and Revise 

5. Finalize 
This process will allow our team to produce a fiscally responsible 

Waterfront Master Plan document, that is tailored to best fit 
your community. 

PHASE ONE: Background and Information

PHASE TWO: Community Communication, 
Messaging & Engagement

PHASE THREE: Kincardine Waterfront 
Master Plan

PHASE FOUR: Implementation and Budget

PHASE FIVE: Report Consolidation

The ultimate outcome for this phase is a current conditions 
“snap shot”, in a report format, of the biophysical, circulatory, 
and social conditions of the Kincardine Waterfront. It will also 
include the current, and anticipate the future, limitations, and 

challenges, facing the municipality, in terms of waterfront 
development pressures. 

This phase will aim to provide information and actively engage 
the community, This phase will aim to provide information 

and actively engage the community, contributing to a 
comprehensive understanding of the users of the area and 

their needs, now and into the future. 

A master plan is a tool for directing the physical change 
that will continue to occur along Kincardine’s Waterfront. 
Responding to the continually evolving collection of uses, 

the Waterfront Master Plan will ensure waterfront priorities 
are given appropriate attention and physical expression. 
The preparation of strategies and demonstration through 

illustration will occur throughout this phase. 

Implementation planning addresses plan management and its 
component project delivery. Our goal is to ensure the needs 
of the waterfront and the local community are met, and that 

the master plan remains an effective tool for preservation, 
development, and improvement. This phase will address 

administrative structure, approval procedures, continuity of 
responsibility, and means for updating to ensure success. 

This phase is dedicated to pulling everything together 
and delivering a complete Waterfront Master Plan to your 

community – time to celebrate! 



Photo Photo

Photo Photo

The Municipality of Kincardine proudly acknowledges that its 
history is a living, breathing part of the community. Celebrating 

its strong Scottish heritage at the annual Kincardine Scottish 
Festival and Highland Games, Kincardine welcomes visitors 

from across North America. Historical charm can also be found 
throughout local landmarks, notably the Kincardine Lighthouse, 

built in 1880 at the Kincardine Waterfront. 

Living Legacy
History is a key component to community pride and can have 
a large role in fostering a strong sense of place, an important 
characteristic of any destination community. The Kincardine 

Waterfront currently contributes to the Kincardine legacy 
through historic architecture, displays of tartan, plaques, and 

historical interpretive panels. 

Understanding the rich history of Kincardine and the people 
who reside here will inspire informed design decisions. On a 
large scale, crucial viewsheds of key landmarks may need to 
be preserved. More subtlety, paving finishes and boardwalk 

furnishings could be prime opportunities to incorporate textures, 
colours, or other visual cues that nod to Kincardine’s past. 

History, legacy, and progress will all be considerations made to 
help form the vision that guides the master plan. 

Did You Know?
The Kincardine Lighthouse, built in 1880, is the only ‘downtown’ 

lighthouse on the Bruce Coast. 

Is establishing a welcoming point 
of entry important to you? 

Is investing in attractive and 
consistent furnishings and fixtures 
important to you? 
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Legacy
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From the incorporation of the Town of Kincardine in 1858, to the 
amalgamation of the Municipality of Kincardine in 1999, to present day, 

the Kincardine Waterfront has experienced it’s share of development 
throughout the years. Infrastructure projects ranging in scale and 

purpose, from the beachfront boardwalk to the vibrant blue beach chairs, 
have transformed the waterfront into a quintessential Ontario summer 

destination. 

Aging Infrastructure
Built forms have a lifespan and the Kincardine Waterfront is beginning 
to see certain facilities and amenities ready for repair or replacement. 

Since their conception, standards for many of these assets have evolved 
to be safer, more inclusive, longer lasting, and in many cases less labour 
intensive in regard to upkeep. Completing a waterfront master plan at 
this time will ensure municipal funding is used effectively, development 

pressures handled accordingly, and that the waterfront continues to grow 
in a productive and meaningful way. 

Facilities
Residents and visitors of the Kincardine Waterfront currently have 

access to: 

Compiling a comprehensive inventory of existing assets, current 
conditions, and anticipated lifespans will provide insight to guide 

infrastructure related master planning directives. Master planning 
work will also aim to identify where gaps exist and how the 

waterfront can be better serviced. 

Did You Know?
Located along Lake Huron, Station Beach is a hot spot for 

surfing the great lakes and named as one of Canada’s Top 9 
Destinations for surfing. 

Is improving active transportation 
circulation, safety, and infrastructure 
important to you? 

Is improving/adding recreation facilities/
sports courts important to you? 

Is improving/adding washroom/
changeroom facilities important to you? 

Is improving traffic flow and parking 
important to you? 

Beach Volleyball 
Courts

Benches

Boardwalks

Community 
Garden

Marina and Boat 
Launch

Parking

Picnic Tables

Play Structures

Hiking Trails Sand Beaches

Horseshoe Pits Snack Bar

Lawn Bowling 
Lanes Washrooms

Beach 
Development 
Over Time



Boating

Jogging

Swimming

Walking

Cycling

Relaxing

Surfing

Volleyball

Horse Shows Gardening

Kincardine is home to more than 11000 full-time residents 
and more than 20000 when you consider seasonal residents. 

Additionally, an estimated 105000 tourists visit the municipality 
each year. The Kincardine Waterfront draws residents and visitors 
alike, for its picturesque beaches, community events, recreation 

opportunities, and more. 

Is designating emergency access 
points and improving beach safety 
important to you? 

Is improving/adding accessible 
design features important to you? 

Picnicking Paddle Sports

Special Events

Tennis

Lawn Bowling

Programming 
The Kincardine Waterfront is host to a diverse user group, who utilise the space in 

many ways. Existing infrastructure currently supports 

Multi-Season Use
With an influx of seasonal residents and visitors, the municipality 
could benefit from increased use outside of the summer months. 

Identifying what deters visitors from winter visits, addressing 
seasonal safety concerns, and exploring infrastructure that could 
support multi-season use will be considered throughout master 

planning discussions.

Understanding community demographics, 
current use of the space, and identifying 
new opportunities for use, will help to 
guide master planning efforts. 

Did You Know?
Kincardine is host to more than 17 annual events, many of which 

happen at the waterfront. 
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Human Use 
and 
Behaviours
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Biophysical 
Features 
and Ecology

The Municipality of Kincardine is situated on over 30km of Lake 
Huron shoreline. The Kincardine Waterfront Master Plan will focus 
on the designated study area encompassing 1.5km of beachfront. 
Composed of both built and natural features, and bisected by the 
Penetangore River, the area is host to a diverse collection of flora 

and fauna. 

The Dynamic Nature of Beaches
Beaches are complex environments that are subject to constant 

change. In fact, there are three sets of natural hazard categories: 

Flooding 
Erosion 

Dynamic Beach Hazards 

There are also numerous technical requirements for development 
on the Great Lakes, which are set by the province, that 

municipalities such as Kincardine, must be consistent with. 

It is important to assess the site-specific natural hazards that are 
occurring along the Lake Huron shoreline, as these hazards can set 
physical parameters and ultimately effect the future development 

recommendations for waterfront use. 

Sand Dunes
According to the Lake Huron Coastal Centre, only 2-3 percent of 
Lake Huron’s shoreline is sand beach and dunes. Furthermore, a 
mature dune is valued at $3000 per linear metre for its services 

of shore protection, water filtration, and sand drifting prevention. 
The sand dunes located along the Kincardine Waterfront, which 

offer far more than informal beach access to visitors, are an 
invaluable asset that will require careful consideration in master 

planning efforts. 

Is protecting sensitive 
shoreline ecosystems and 
building shoreline resiliency 
important to you? 

Did You Know?
While the municipality recognizes 16 maintained beach 

access points, a recent inventory shows there are more than 
60 additional user assumed access points – many of which 

encroach on sand dune ecosystems.


