
DOWNTOWN KINCARDINE
HERITAGE CONSERVATION DISTRICT PLAN
QUESTIONS & ANSWERS

What are the benets of living or owning a business in an HCD?
HCDs can help ensure that future developments, renovations and restorations in 
the plan area compliment the character of the neighbourhood or district. They allow 
a community to recognize and commemorate what it values within an area and 
provide a process for sustaining the area’s special character into the future. It only 
takes a few incompatible developments to detract from the historical character of an 
aarea. The best time to plan is before more growth and change happens, not after. 
An HCD provides continuity and stability to the future of the area. Studies have also 
shown overwhelming satisfaction with living and owning property in HCDs

Can I still make changes to my property?
Yes!  Depending on the type of alteration, you may need to apply for a heritage permit.
The HCD Plan provides detailed guidance on alterations, additions, new construction,
landscaping and demolition.  The following activities do not require heritage permits:
    - Minor repairs and maintenance
  - Changes to the interior of a building
  - Planting owers, trees or shrubbery
  - Replacing features on a building with a feature of the same style, type, and
    material (ie. replacing existing asphalt roong with asphalt roong, or replacing
    existing vinyl windows with the same style of vinyl windows)

Will my taxes go up?
BBeing part of an HCD will not directly cause property taxes to increase. Property 
taxes increase when the assessed value of the property increases.

Will being part of an HCD affect my property value?
HCDs have been shown to have a positive effect on property values . Various studies 
conducted by the University of Waterloo have shown that real estate values in 
Heritage Conservation Districts generally rise more consistently than surrounding 
areas and are more resistant to market down-turns.  
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HOW DO HCDs WORK? 

&A

Part V of the Ontario Heritage Act allows a municipality to designate any dened area or areas as an HCD.
With a by-law in place and a clear HCD Plan, Council can manage change over development and other aplications
so they will have a positive rather than destrimental effect on the character and heritage attributes of the HCD.

DEFINITION
A Heritage Conservation District (HCD) is an area that is protected by a municipal by-law passed by a 
municipality under Part V of the Ontario Heritage Act. An HCD provides a framework for protecting and 
conserving heritage resources by creating policies and guidelines to manage change and new development 
within the district. HCDs are not intended to stop all change or “freeze” a place within a specic time period. 
Instead, they are an important community tool for balancing the ongoing needs for property maintenance and 
development while conserving the features that dene the District’s history. Every HCD is unique and reects the 
hishistory and values of the community within which it is located.
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Will owning a property in an HCD make property insurance premiums go up?
Your premiums should not go up as a result of an HCD. A variety of other reasons cause 
insurance companies to increase premiums for older buildings if there is a higher level of 
risk, such as services (out-dated wiring, old heating systems, etc.). Designation itself does 
not place additional requirements on the insurer and should not affect your premiums. It 
may be necessary to explain to your insurance provider that in the event your house is 
destdestroyed (ie. by re, ood, etc.) you will not be required by the municipality to replace the 
house as it was before. New construction is acceptable in an HCD when buildings are 
destroyed.

Will it cost more to upkeep and maintain a house/building if it is in an HCD?
Some repairs or replacements may cost more than others, depending on the nature of
the change proposed. In general, the HCD policies are intended to focus on the facade
of the property that is visible from the street, allowing for use of less expensive, more
ccontemporary materials and treatments on other facades.  The policies of the HCD Plan
allow for Council to exercise exibility when it is recognized that “in-kind” replacement
may not be feasible for a property owner.  Sympathetic alternatives are permitted provided 
they maintain the overall character of the property and HCD.  The municipality is also 
strongly encouraged to explore nancial incentives such as grants or tax incentives to assist 
property owners in restoring heritage features on properties within the HCD.

Why are policies and guidelines for streetscaping and landscaping included in 
the HCD?the HCD?
While many streetscape and landscape elements are not necessarily historic, they make
a great contribution to the overall character of an HCD in creating a supportive
environment for built heritage resources.  Policies for streetscaping and landscaping
also help manage mature tree stock and replacement plantings to maintain elements
of a historic setting.

What are the next steps?
TThe Project Team will present a summary of the HCD to Council on September 13, 2021 
at 5:00 p.m. The meeting will be held electronically. At this time, Council will vote on 
whether to adopt a by-law to designate the area under Part V of the Ontario Heritage Act 
and adopt the HCD Plan. The Project Team will provide an outline of timelines 
and next steps should Council vote to adopt the HCD Plan.

Can the HCD Update be appealed?
Yes.  Under the Ontario Heritage Act, anyone may appeal the by-law to designate an HCD
tto the Ontario Land Tribunal (OLT).  There have been opportunities for comment throughout
the project at public meetings or via surveys. The Statutory Public Meeting presentation
during the September 13, 2021 Council Meeting will be the nal opportunity to provide 
comment or state your intention to appeal.  If you do not participate in the public
process by attending the meeting or providing comments, you may be denied  an
opportunity to appeal by the OLT.


