
Open House 
Format

This open house 
presents the study 

background and findings 
to date. We also want to 
hear from you and have 
provided stations and 
forms for you to give 

your insight and 
feedback. 

Thank you for attending the second Public Information Centre (PIC) for the Kincardine Heritage Conservation District (HCD) Study. The 
Kincardine HCD Study was initiated in the summer of 2019 when the Municipality of Kincardine retained Stantec Consulting Ltd. and 

a+LiNK Architecture Inc. to prepare an HCD Study Report. This is the second of two public meetings held as part of the project.
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Study Background

Key Facts:
• The Study Area is approximately 450 

metres in length north to south and 250 
metres in width east to west.

• The Study Area includes Queen Street 
from Durham Market South to Lambton 
Street, the entire lengths of Durham 
Market South and Durham Market 
North, and Princes Street from just 
south of Durham Market South to 
Lambton Street. 

• Includes 93 properties comprising of a 
mix of residential, commercial, and civic 
spaces such as:

• Victoria Park
• Kincardine Centre for the Arts
• Kincardine Post Office and 

Customs House
• Kincardine Public Library
• Kincardine United Church

• The Study Area includes the historic 
core of Kincardine, with Victoria Park 
being laid out as Durham Market 
Square in the original town survey of 
1849.

The Kincardine HCD Study includes a comprehensive property 
inventory, historical research, character analysis, evaluation 
of the area’s heritage value, and review of the area’s existing 
planning framework. Since our last PIC, we have evaluated, 
analyzed, and characterized the Study Area to determine if 
the area satisfies criteria to be considered an HCD.



Effects of History on the Kincardine HCD

Commercial and Residential Development: The commercial 
structures are predominantly from the late 19th century, reflecting 
the commercial opportunities available during this time. Driven by 
the presence first of the harbour and then of the railway, the 
downtown was the manufacturing hub of the community. Many of 
these business owners built stately residences along Princes 
Street in the late 19th and early 20th centuries.

Civic Development: The concentration of prominent civic 
buildings alongside the presence of Victoria Park delineate the 
area as the historic and cultural heart of Kincardine.

Second Empire: The use of the Second Empire style reflects the 
work of the prominent local architect A.J. Evans.

Street Network: The streets in the Study Area have been 
modernized but follow the structured grid pattern established at 
the time of the original 19th century survey. 

Mid-20th Century Transition: The decline of local industry 
during the mid-20th century led to an increased reliance on 
tourism and the Bruce Nuclear Generating Station. 
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PERIOD OF
CONSTRUCTION

The Study Area reflects the prosperous status of Kincardine during the mid to late 19th and early 20th centuries. 
With 77% of the buildings constructed between 1840 and 1920, much of this character has been retained. 



The proposed HCD contains a mix of commercial, 
residential, and civic buildings, including residences 

which have been converted to office space. 

Architectural Styles: The dominant architectural styles include 
Renaissance Revival, Second Empire, Queen Anne, and Gothic 
Revival. These were popular during the late 19th and early 20th

centuries, reflecting the main period of development in the 
Study Area. 

Building Materials: Brick is the predominant building material, 
accounting for 75% of the buildings in the Study Area. Most of 

the brick is buff brick, locally sourced from the Riggins 
Brickworks in Kincardine. The Study Area also contains red 

brick and painted brick, many of the painted brick buildings are 
constructed with buff brick. 

Architectural Summary: The Study Area is representative of 
late 19th and early 20th century commercial and residential 
construction in southern Ontario. Similar to other nearby 

communities the downtown core consists of a street wall of two 
to three storey buildings and a residential area of detached one 

to two storey residences.

Architectural Character 



Visual Character 
Queen Street: Busy commercial street with wide brick paved 

sidewalks. Buildings create a street wall of attached two to three 
storey purpose built commercial buildings with similar setbacks 

and primarily late 19th to early 20th century dates of construction. 

Princes Street: Residential neighbourhood with generous grass 
boulevards between the street and sidewalk. Residences are 

detached structures set in a landscape containing mature trees 
and gardens. Residences primarily date to the late 19th to early 

20th centuries. 

Vegetation: Queen Street contains small street trees. 
Residential streets and side streets landscaped with gardens 

and mature trees.

Durham Market North and South: Mixed streetscape 
adjacent to Victoria Park containing commercial buildings, 
residences, and residences converted to commercial use.

Lambton Street: Mixed streetscape of commercial buildings, 
residences, and residences converted to commercial use. 

Most structures were built in the early 20th century. 



Building Alignment and Grouping 

The ease with which people can read and define a neighbourhood is influenced by its layout and the form 
of the built environment. Where buildings have a consistent setback, massing, form, and uninterrupted 

rhythm, a sense of unity and accord is created. 

Along Queen Street the commercial building setbacks 
are relatively consistent and most buildings abut each 

other. The east side of Queen Street, between 
Durham Market North and Lambton Street, contains a 

relatively long street block largely uninterrupted by 
side streets. 

On Princes Street, Durham Market North, Durham 
Market South, and Lambton Street there is more 

variation in building setbacks although most buildings 
are within two metres of neighbouring property 

setbacks. Generally, residences are well setback from 
the sidewalk creating a spacious feel.



Approaches and Gateways
Approaches to or from a place 

are categorized as either 
detectable or undetectable. 
Detectable approaches are 

emphasized by gateways or key 
features that signal that the 
space or place is somehow 

different from a neighbouring
one. This may be a shift in the 
built form, land use, or scale of 

built or landscape features. 
Undetectable approaches are 

just that; entries into a 
neighbourhood that are not 

clearly defined or readily 
discernible from the surrounding 

context.

We identified a mix of detectable 
and undetectable approaches –
some are historic, some are not. 
The detectable approaches on 

Queen Street and Princes Street 
contribute to the unique 
character of the area.

Gateways are significant 
vantage points that are defined 

by a key feature or features 
framing and marking the entry to 
the area. Examples of gateways 

include bridges, archways or 
discernable frames formed by 
structures, signage, statues, 

monuments or other large-scale 
commemorative devices, or 

mature vegetation. Sometimes, 
these include built forms such 

as an underpass that frames the 
main access road into an area 

and creates a literal ‘gate’ 
through which one passes

We identified one definable 
gateway at the arched entrance 

to Victoria Park from Durham 
Market North. While there are 
notable landmarks near the 

edges of the Study Area none 
were determined to be 

gateways.

Queen Street

Princes Street

Victoria Park



The proposed HCD contains several prominent structures that are considered landmarks 
because of their architecture, important historical role, contextual position, or combination of 

those factors.

707 Queen Street
Old Town Hall/Kincardine 

Centre for the Arts

719-723 Queen Street
Kincardine Post Office & 

Customs House

727 Queen Street
Kincardine Public Library

721 Princes Street
Kincardine United Church

776 Princes Street 343 Durham Market North 689 Princes Street

Landmarks



Public Consultation 
The first community consultation meeting was held on October 2, 2019. It included a welcome table, display 

boards, an archival photo slideshow, and large-scale maps available for public input. Information was gathered 
through one-on-one conversations, comment sheets, and  a mapping exercise. The public was asked to 

identify proposed boundaries, share any personal history of the Study Area, identify the qualities of the Study 
Area, and provide any other comments. 

Public Comments Focused On:
• Expanding the Study Area to include heritage properties on Harbour Street, including Walker House and the lighthouse
• Maintaining and improving the appearance and condition of heritage buildings
• Identification of the architecture and landscape/streetscape as important aspects of the proposed HCD
• Similarity to other small towns in southwestern Ontario



Heritage Evaluation 

A Concentration of Heritage Resources: Within the 
proposed HCD, 72% of buildings were built between 1860 
and 1920. These buildings date to the period of development 
of Kincardine as a harbour town. 

Framework of Structured Elements: The concentration of 
heritage resources is linked by a framework of structured 
elements including the linear corridors of Queen Street, 
Princes Street, and the mixed-use streets between the 
commercial and residential areas. These streets follow the 
pattern of the original 19th century survey. 

Visual Coherence: The Study Area contains three distinct 
character areas that linked together by their historical 
context. 

A Distinctiveness: The Study Area is different from the 
surrounding areas, and indicative of the historical 
development of Kincardine. 

Integrity: The Study Area has evolved over time with some 
alterations to building facades, removals, and additions. 
Despite this, key heritage features remain.



Summary Statement of Cultural Heritage Value or Interest 

Description: Streetscape of commercial and residential 
properties of predominantly late 19th and early 20th century 
construction and an example of a 19th century public space 
in Victoria Park. Proposed HCD contains the historic 
cultural and commercial core of Kincardine. 

Built Heritage Resources: The structures reflect the growth 
and development of Kincardine during the late 19th and 
early 20th centuries. The prevalence of the Second Empire 
style is the result of the prominent local architect A.J. 
Evans. 

Historic Associations: The development of the area within 
the proposed Kincardine HCD is historically associated with 
the role Kincardine played as an industrial centre and 
commercial hub in Bruce County during the 19th and early 
20th centuries. 

Contextual Value: The proposed Kincardine HCD contains 
contextual value for its representative collection of 
commercial and residential properties which form a visually 
cohesive streetscape and character.



Proposed Boundary 

The proposed 
boundary consists of:
• Both sides of 

Queen Street from 
Durham Market 
South to Lambton 
Street

• Both sides of 
Princes Street from 
its southern 
terminus to 
Lambton Street

• The entirety of 
Durham Market 
North and South, 

• Victoria Park
• The south side of 

Lambton Street 
between Queen 
Street and Princes 
Street

The identified area is 
recommended as a 
single HCD. Although 
the area has different 
features and visual 
perspectives, they 
contain historical and 
spatial ties. 

The Project Team, in 
conjunction with 
community feedback, 
recommends that the 
Municipality also 
consider including 
Harbour Street from 
Queen Street west to 
the Walker House 
and lighthouse as 
part of the HCD. 



Recommendations 

The study and analysis of the historical, built, and 
landscape/streetscape elements revealed cultural heritage value or 

interest and identified merit as an HCD. Strong themes emerged and 
were confirmed by the community regarding Kincardine’s history as a 

harbour town. A concentration of late 19th and early 20th century 
architecture, in commercial, civic, and residential form, as well as 

mature vegetation, and public park areas define the historic core and 
are a legacy of the Municipality’s heritage and given valued by the 

community.

An HCD can be an important community tool for conserving 
these areas for the future. 



There are a few ways for you to send us feedback on the 
Kincardine Heritage Conservation District Study:

1. Hand in your comment sheet
2. Head to www.kincardine.ca/hcd and fill out an online 

survey.
3. Contact:

Meaghan Rivard, MA, CAHP
Senior Cultural Heritage Specialist
Stantec Consulting Ltd.
600-171 Queens Ave
London, ON, N6A 5J7
Phone: (519) 645-3350 
Email: Meaghan.Rivard@stantec.com

Or
Jennifer Lawrie, Deputy Clerk
Municipality of Kincardine
1475 Concession 5, RR#5
Kincardine, ON N2Z 2X6
Phone: (519) 396-3468 ext. 7111  
Email: jlawrie@kincardine.ca

Want to stay involved? Provide your contact information at 
the sign-in table to receive notification of future meetings 

and reports.

We are accepting feedback and questions until 
December 2, 2019

Keep up-to-date with the HCD StudyGive us your feedback!

How to Stay Involved
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